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Board & Leadership 

Officers 
President: Brian Lewis — (214) 728-9774 

Vice President: Stacy Crossley  — (214) 403-8712 

Secretary: Talia Rowe — (661) 805-9887 

Treasurer: Michelle Ashley — (903) 880-8648 

Directors 
• DeDee Crawford-Stough 

• Christy McClelen 

• Robert Bass 

• Robert McClelen 

• Brinkly Brown 

• Joanne Magallon 

• Joey Rowe 

Committee Chairs 
• Grounds: Robert McClelen (Chair); Joey Rowe; Robert Bass 

• Rodeos: Brian Lewis (Chair); DeDee Crawford-Stough; Robert McClelen 

• Special Events: Talia Rowe (Chair); Robert McClelen; Christy McClelen 

• Trail Rides: Talia Rowe (Chair); Joanne Magallon 

• Playdays: Talia Rowe (Chair); DeDee Crawford-Stough; Robert McClelen 

• Office / Sign-Up & Announcer’s Booth: Brian Lewis; Joanne Magallon; Talia Rowe 

• Marketing / Social Media / Website: Talia Rowe (Chair); Edward Hopper; Christy McClelen 

• Concession: Christy McClelen (Chair); Robert McClelen 

• Sponsors & Fundraising: Christy McClelen (Chair); Talia Rowe; Michelle Ashley 

• Points: Joanne Magallon (Chair); Talia Rowe; DeDee Crawford-Stough 

• Awards: Talia Rowe (Chair); Joanne Magallon; DeDee Crawford-Stough; Christy McClelen 
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Mission 
The purpose of this non-profit corporation is to promote the spiritual, mental, and physical development of its 
members; to provide educational opportunities; to promote friendship and fellowship; to encourage fair play; to 
establish rules for contests; to provide educational clinics, social and physical activities; to promote goodwill and 
sportsmanship; to encourage community involvement; to foster love and understanding for horses; and to preserve the 
traditions of Texas horsemen and horsewomen. 

Refunds & Check Policy 
• No refunds on playday entry fees, membership dues, or rodeo entries. No exceptions. 
• No checks will be accepted for rodeo events. 
• All other checks must have prior authorization from a board member of Canton Trail Riders 

Membership Requirements 
As a member of the Canton Trail Riders Association, you agree to the following requirements to participate in 
Association activities and remain in good standing. 

Dues & Releases 
Dues are payable at the annual membership drive or at sign-up. All dues must be paid and all releases signed before 
participating in Association activities.  

Membership dues are as follows: 

• $50.00 – Individual 
• $75.00 - Family 

Arena & Grounds Rules 
• All events and participation will follow Canton Trail Riders Association, Inc. rules and organization requirements. 
• The board must approve each open arena event. 
• A Canton Trail Riders board member must be present to use arena lights during any open arena event. 
• No horses are allowed inside the concession or bleacher area. 
• No horse or rider shall go past the double entry gates located between the arena and Highway 64 (fair side). 
• All Association rules apply during sponsored events including trail rides, community events, and competitions. 
• No sick or injured animals allowed on the premises. 
• No horse may be tied to any fence within ten feet of any arena entrance. 
• Gates must remain locked when you leave the grounds; ensure gates are secured with provided locks. 
• Deliberate abuse of livestock on grounds or in arena will result in removal and disqualification from 

points/awards for the day or season at the discretion of the Canton Trail Riders board of directors. 
• Do not allow anyone who is not a paid member access to the arena at any time. 
• Do not leave anything other than barrels in the arena. 
• Do not leave trash or debris; use trash cans and clean up after events. 
• Do not share the gate code; contact an Association board member for updates as codes change frequently. 
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• Any time a member is considered to be suspended, that member is not allowed to act in any official capacity 
unless reconsidered by the Canton Trail Riders board. 

• Any decision made by an Association judge, Direct, or Official in accordance with the Association rule book will 
be final. 

Alcohol / Tobacco Policy 
Alcohol or tobacco use by minors is strictly prohibited at all Association sponsored events. 

Language Policy 
Profane or inappropriate language will not be tolerated and may result in revocation of membership and privileges. 

Pet Policy 
Pets must remain on a leash at all times. Aggressive dogs are not allowed on the premises. 

Announcer’s Stand, Office & Catwalk 
Authorized personnel only. No children or unauthorized persons in the booth during events or on the catwalk. 

Concession Stand 
Only authorized personnel or scheduled volunteers may be in the concession stand; at least one adult must be present 
at all times. 

Dress Code 
• All contestants must present themselves neatly and in an orderly manner. 
• Boots or approved riding footwear are required. 
• Riding in shorts is not permitted unless otherwise stated. 
• Western shirts and hats are optional except during rodeos. 
• Riding helmets are encouraged but optional. 

Tack Requirements 
• All tack must be in good working order. 
• A western saddle is required for competition. No bareback pads or bareback riding in events, except the Annual 

Halloween Playday or other designated event. 

Coggins 
State law requires a current negative Coggins test for all horses on the grounds. Be prepared to present documentation 
of results upon request. 
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Canton Trail Riders Sponsored Event – Trail Rides 

Canton Trail Riders Trail Ride Rules 
• All horses are subject to approval by the CTR Trail Riding Committee at any time during the ride regarding health 

and safety. 
• Every horse must have a current negative Coggins test. 
• Non-members are welcome but must sign a “Member for a Day” form at check-in the day of the trail ride. 
• Minors must have a sponsoring adult who is a paid member or “member for a day”.  The sponsor must 

participate for the full trail ride event and is not allowed to designate another individual as a sponsor. 
• Profanity and vulgarity are not tolerated. 
• No one under 21 may consume alcohol at Association events at any time. 
• Alcohol may only be consumed within the premises of your personal trailer for those of legal age.(21)  

Absolutely no alcoholic beverages are allowed on or during the trail ride. 
• Zero tolerance for illegal drugs; violators will be banned from the ride and may lose membership status in the 

Association. 
• Trail ride participants are expected to follow all guidelines and directions provided by the Canton Trail Riders 

Trail Riding Committee members regarding safety, traffic, and conduct while participating in the activity. 
• Trail ride participants must clean their campsite, including trash, hay, and manure. 
• No aggressive dogs are allowed to participate in the trail ride. You may be asked to leave or remove an 

aggressive dog. 

By participating in any Canton Trail Riders sponsored trail riding event, you acknowledge, fully understand, and intend 
to follow the rules.  Your signature indicates that at any time, you may be removed as a participant of an event for 
disregarding the rules listed above or causing an unsafe or uncomfortable environment for other participants.  A 

Canton Trail Riders committee member will have the authority to remove you from the group event. 

 

 

 

Trail Ride Participant Signature                                                                                   Date 
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Canton Trail Riders Sponsored Event - Playdays 

Schedule 
• Friday night playdays begin at 7:00 PM unless otherwise decided. 
• Saturday playdays begin at 4:00 PM unless otherwise decided. 
• Sunday playdays begin at 2:00 PM unless otherwise decided. 

Entry Fees 
• Members: $10.00 per playday event.  $5.00 per exhibition. 
• Non-Members: $10.00 per playday event.  $10.00 per exhibition. 

Contestants must be prepared to enter the arena by the third call of their name, or the event is forfeited. 

If a rider is prepared but experiencing horse/tack issues, notify one of the CTR members controlling the arena; the rider 
may move to the end of the age group. 

Cancellations & Make-Ups 
In case of cancellation (including rainouts), events will be rescheduled to makeup dates on the calendar and announced 
at the next playday. Watch the Association Facebook page or visit the website for updates. 

www.cantontrailriders.org 

www.facebook.com/cantontrailriders 

Points & Season 
• There will be a total of 10 official point playdays. No buy-outs. 
• Age groups are based on the contestant’s age as of January 1 of the current year; members remain in the same 

division for the entire season. 
• Lead-Line contestants may move to their age division at any time; points/participation will align to that 

playday’s rules. 
• If the timer fails during a run, the participant may re-run at the end of their age group. Penalties from the first 

run carry if incurred; if the first run was clean, re-run penalties do not apply. 
• Loss of forward motion results in a No Time (as called by two judges). 

Age Divisions 
• Unassisted: 6 & Under (must sit balanced, unassisted) 
• Unassisted: 7–10 
• Unassisted: 11–13 
• Unassisted: 14–18 

http://www.cantontrailriders.org/
http://www.facebook.com/cantontrailriders
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• Unassisted: 19–39 
• Unassisted: 40 & Up 
• Lead-Line Group: Ages 2+ on shortened patterns; may be assisted (led, side-walked, or pony-rider). 

Lead-Line Assistance Rules 
Assistance may include any of the following: 

• With help, as in another person walking beside (not leading) the horse. 
• With help, when horse is led. 
• With help, with another rider mounted. 
• With help does not include helpers outside the arena or event judges. 
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Sweetheart Program (Junior & Senior) 
The Canton Trail Riders Official Sweethearts Program proudly represents the heart, spirit, and tradition of our 
association. Serving as the official ambassadors of the Canton Trail Riders, the Sweethearts are the face and presence of 
the organization at events, rodeos, parades, and community outings throughout the season. They embody leadership, 
sportsmanship, horsemanship, and a deep commitment to promoting the values and mission of the Canton Trail Riders. 

Each season, two representatives are selected through a formal tryout process: a Junior Sweetheart and a Senior 
Sweetheart. These young women are chosen based on their riding ability, character, confidence, communication skills, 
and dedication to the association. The tryout ensures that each Sweetheart is well-prepared to represent Canton Trail 
Riders with professionalism and pride. 

Throughout their reign, the Junior and Senior Sweethearts serve as role models within the organization and the broader 
community. They assist at club functions, represent the association at local and regional events, and help foster a 
welcoming, positive image of the Canton Trail Riders. The program not only highlights outstanding individuals but also 
encourages personal growth, responsibility, and leadership among its participants. 

The Canton Trail Riders Official Sweethearts Program celebrates tradition while inspiring the next generation of riders 
and leaders. 

• Junior Sweetheart ages 11–13. 
• Senior Sweetheart: ages 14–18. 
• Must complete designated riding pattern and speech before unbiased judges during the chosen audition date. 
• Must have their own horse, saddle, and reliable transportation. 
• Must be unmarried and without a child. 
• Must have been a member in good standing for the year prior to application. 
• Dress in full cowgirl attire (hat) in color of choice and wear a sash provided by the Association. 
• Participate in all Association activities unless prevented by illness or a family bereavement. 
• Act respectfully at all CTR events; assist board members and volunteers as needed. 
• Serve as a role model for members and non-members; promote the position throughout the term. 
• No public displays of affection while representing CTR or wearing sash/tiara. 
• Must appear at least one night of CTR sponsored rodeos, playdays, special events & parades unless ill or family 

medical emergency. 
• Term is one (1) year, April to April, no consecutive terms in the same age group. 
• Applicants must be enrolled in school and in good standing (grades & attendance) for the entire term.  Proof 

must be provided upon request.  
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Application — Junior/Senior Sweetheart 
Email application details and speech to: cantontrailriders@gmail.com 

Include the following items in your email: 

• Full Name 
• Address 
• Phone Number 
• Email Address 
• Date of Birth 
• Age (as of January 1 of current year) 
• Select Junior Sweetheart (Age 13 & under) or Senior Sweetheart (Age 14-18) 
• A Short Biography (tell us about yourself) 
• Speech:  why are you the best choice for Junior/Senior Sweetheart? 

By signing the application, the contestant and parent/guardian agree to abide by all Sweetheart rules and 
responsibilities to represent the Canton Trail Riders to the highest standards. The Board may remove the title for cause 
and appoint another applicant if necessary. 

 

 

Contestant Signature                                                                                Date 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                      Date 

 

mailto:cantontrailriders@gmail.com
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Princess Program (Ages 7–10) 

The Canton Trail Riders Princess Program is a special opportunity designed for young members ages 7–10 to begin their 
journey as ambassadors of our association. The Princess serves as a cheerful and positive representative of the Canton 
Trail Riders, participating in events, rodeos, parades, and community outings alongside our Sweethearts. She helps share 
the spirit, tradition, and love of horsemanship that defines our organization. 

Each season, one Princess is selected through a tryout process appropriate for her age group. During tryouts, 
participants are evaluated on basic horsemanship skills, confidence, personality, and their enthusiasm for representing 
the association. The process is designed to be encouraging and supportive, allowing each young rider to shine. 

Throughout her reign, the Canton Trail Riders Princess gains valuable experiences that help build confidence, 
responsibility, and sportsmanship. She serves as a role model for other young riders while learning the importance of 
teamwork, leadership, and community involvement. 

The Princess Program is a meaningful way to introduce our youngest members to the traditions of the Canton Trail 
Riders, helping them grow, learn, and proudly represent our association both in and out of the arena. 

• Must be ages 7–10 and be a CTR member for at least one (1) year prior to application. 
• Make appearances representing CTR at events outside CTR-sponsored events. 
• Present flag at all CTR-sponsored events in full dress code. 

CTR provides the sash and tiara (tiara is presented as a year-end gift). 
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Application — CTR Princess (7–10) 
Email application details and speech to: cantontrailriders@gmail.com 

Include the following items in your email: 

• Full Name 
• Address 
• Phone Number 
• Email Address 
• Date of Birth 
• Age (as of January 1 of current year) 
• Select Canton Trail Riders Princess 
• A Short Biography (tell us about yourself) 
• Speech:  why are you the best choice for becoming a CTR Princess? 

By signing the application, the contestant and parent/guardian agree to abide by all Princess rules and responsibilities to 
represent the Canton Trail Riders to the highest standards. The Board may remove the title for cause and appoint 
another applicant if necessary. 

 

 

Contestant Signature                                                                                Date 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                      Date 

 

mailto:cantontrailriders@gmail.com
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Scholarships 
In memory of one of our founding members and our lifetime director, Zeke Burns, The Canton Trail Riders' have 
established the “ZEKE BURNS MEMORIAL SCHOLARHSIP". Each year the Board of Directors will accept and review 
applications from graduating seniors who are planning to go forward to college.  The scholarship will be for a total of no 
less than $1,000.00, to be paid in two installments, (1/2 for Fall semester and 1/2 for Spring semester.). A Selection 
Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors to review the applications. The following items shall be 
considered by the Selection Committee when making the final decision: 

• Applicants should be members of the Canton Trail Riders Association, Inc. If there is no qualifying 
• applicant who is a member, the Board of Directors shall, then consider outside applicants. 
• Applicants should be active in equestrian activities or show a general interest and enthusiasm in equestrian 

sports. 
• Applicants should, always display the up most pride and sportsmanship like behavior. 
• Applicants must maintain at least a 3.0 GPA and provide proof upon request. 
• Applicants shall submit an essay to the board discussing their future endeavors and how they relate to the 

equestrian community. 

All applications must be postmarked by April 15h of the current year to be accepted for consideration. A final 

decision and selection will be made no later than May 1 of the current year. Applications can be printed from 

the forms tab on our website at www.cantontrailriders.org.  Upon receipt of confirmation of the winner's enrollment in 
college, the Board of Directors will then reimburse the first half of the scholarship funds to the winner. The Board of 
Directors does require the winner to provide their grades for the first semester to ensure the winner's commitment to 
further their education. Thereafter, upon receipt of the registration for the following semester, the Board of Directors 
will then reimburse the winner for the second half of the scholarship (not to exceed $1000.00, total for both semesters). 

 

http://www.cantontrailriders.org/
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Scholarship Application 
CANTON TRAIL RIDERS 

 

APPLICATION FOR THE 
ZEKE BURNS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Email completed applications to cantontrailriders@gmail.com no later than April 15th 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Date: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

School Graduating From: ____________________________________________________ 

Are you a member of Canton Trail Riders (Yes or No):  

Age: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Member Since: ____________________________________________________________ 

Male/Female: _____________________________________________________________ 

GPA: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

ACTIVITIES & INVOLVEMENT 

 
Activities, groups, & other events you have participated in: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Activities and events of Canton Trail Riders in which you have participated: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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REFERENCES (i.e., teachers, pastors, etc.) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PERSONAL STATEMENT 

 
Briefly describe yourself and your interest/activity in the equestrian sport: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ESSAY REQUIREMENT 

 
In addition to this application, you must attach a brief essay (1,000 words) describing your future plans, the college you 
are planning to attend, your major (or minor), and how horses and/or the equestrian sport has influenced your life. 

 

 


